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Mission Statements

Vermont Agency of Natural Resources

The mission of the Agency o&hi Natandl eRbanaoec¥
natur al resources, for the benefit of this an

Four agency goals address the following:

T To promote the sustainable use of Vermont
T To protect and i mpr ove ndeemsydteeng;l t h of Ver mo
1 To promote sustainable outdoor recreation; and
1 To operate efficiently and effectively to fulfill our mission.
Departments
Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation
Mission Statement
To preserve, enhance, restore, and conserve fetmés nat ur al resour ce

protect human health, for the benefit of this and future generations.

Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department
Mission Statement

The mission of the Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department is the conservation of all
species of fish, willife, and plants and their habitats for the people of Vermont.
To accomplish this mission, the integrity, diversity, and vitality of their natural

systems must be protected.

Vermont Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation
Mission Statement

The misson of the Department of Forests, Parks and Recreation is to practice and
encourage high quality stewardship of Verm
maintaining the health, integrity, and diversity of important species, natural
communities, and ecologicgrocesses; managing forests for sustainable use;
providing and promoting opportunities for compatible outdoor recreation; and
furnishing related information, education, and services.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The946-acreAtherton Meadows Wildlife ManagemeAtea(AMWM A) is located in
Whitingham, Vermonin the Southern Green Mountains biophykregion in southeastern
Vermont It is located in a rural area which features a primarily forestattveloped landscape.

Natural Communities
There are 27 diffent occurrences of 9 natural communitbasthe WMA Threenatural

communitiesareoccurrencesf statewide significance. No communities found were considered
to be rareand all normally occur in this region

Natural Communities of Atherton Meadows WMA
_ Vermont Examplt_e of
Natural Community Acres Distribution _Sta}t_eW|de
Significance?
Wetlands  |Beaver Wetland 26 very common
HemlockBalsam FirBlack Ash Seepage Swamp 17 uncommon yes
Red SpruceCinnamon Fern Swamp 3 uncommon
Seep 2 common yes
Vernal Fool 04 uncommon
Uplands HemlockNorthern Hardwood Forest 359 common yes
Hemlock Forest 7 common
Northern Hardwood Forest 505 very common
Northern Hardwood Talus Woodland 3 uncommon
Open Land 25 common
For more information on these and etimatural communities, see Wetland, Woodland, Wildland: a Guide to tt
Natural Communities of Vermont, by Elizabeth Thompson and Eric Sorenson. Information may also be four
at: http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/books.cfm?libbase =Wetland,WoodlarittiMhd

Wildlife and Habitat

Deer wintering areas are the most common and widespread habitat feature on the WMA,
occupyingapproximately310acres of Hemlock and Hemlod¥orthern Hardwoodaatural
community

There are multiple wetlanaccurrencesn theWMA which provide a variety of habitats
beneficial to avarietyof mammalsbirds, anphibians and insects. One of the key features on the
WMA is a beaver wetland complex in the center of the main péktetrton Lot) This area

hosts a Great Blue RookeOther important habitainclude a31-acre beech stanmportant to
beardor fall feeding a 10acrerocky outcrop which may be utilized by bobcats for denning
sites and two sites (~14 acres) of old apple orchards wdmelwellmaintainecand are usgby
many wildlife species for feedingn addition there has been active management on the parcel
throughout State ownership which twaeatedearlysuccessional habitétroughthe periodic use

of patch clearcuts dating back1664.
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Two species of vy rare plants have been located within the WMéither of these species is
|l i sted as fAthreatenedo or Aendangeredo by the
V.S.A. 123). In addition, one uncommon species is located within the WMA.

1. Pinxterflower (Rhododendron periclymenoides a very rare (S1) species in Vermont.
2. Inflated Bladderworttricularia radiata) is a very rare (S1) species.
3. Long SedgeCarex folliculatg, an uncommon (S3) species.

Timber Resource

Forest stands afally to overgdocked stands of Northern Hardwood and Hemlock Hardwood
poles and small sawtimber. Of the 947 acres, roughly 882 acres are appropaeatidor
managemenbased ortopographywetlandsand sensitive areaBvidence of timber harvesy

is evident througout theWMA . There has been active management on the origurahase
(799.7 acres) since State ownership in 196% Bodenmiller parcel (147.69 acreagquired in
2011,has no recent history bfarvestingQuality oftimberis generally pooto fair with pockets
of better stems where soils are richad deeperAccess to southern portions of #nerton Lot
are good but will be more challenging on the northern sections and the Steam MiulkLiot
distance and stream crossinBggeneration in preously thinned stands @imarily
unacceptable growing stodieechand striped maple, with pocketsrabre desirableed spruce
and northern hardwood speciBsist and recematch clearcuts regenerated adequately to
northern hardwoadrhere is abundamvidence of insect, disease, and storm damage throughout
northern hardwood standrost commonly beech bark diseasaterpillardefoliations and snow
and ice damage.

Fisheries and Water

Aquatic habitats include No. 9 Brook, Tobey Broakd two beaver wkand complexedNo. 9
Brook bisects the Steam Mill Lolowing north into Harriman Bservoir. It is a third order
stream, within the Deerfielatershed, having a drainage are@.@6 square miles. Within the
Atherton Lot Tobey Brook originates fromlzeaverflowage and flows south and west into the
Deerfield River.Tobey Brook is a first order stream and is part of the Deefikdtershed.
Situatedn the center of the parcel at an elevation of 1,84( ieet 16acre beaver pond

Fish communitiesn these small headwater streams are generally characterized under
Assemblages-B described iA Classification of the Aquatic Communities of Vermonhese
categories are comprised of one to three species, including any of the following: brook trout
(Salelinus fontinaliy, blacknose dac@Rhinichthys atratulus and slimy sculpir{Cottus
cognatu}. The beaver pond @imarily populatedy brown bullheadAmeiurus nebulosiis

Wetlands There ardive wetland communities mapped on ANMA thatcomprise
approximately48 acres. These range in size from the smaltestrnal pool less than 1/f®@f an
acre to the largesa 16-acrebeaver pond in the center of tAtherton Lot

Riparian Zones Thereareapproximately 1.4 miles of linear streamithin AMWMA and1.2

miles of beaver pond shoreline. This results in approximately 30 acres of riparian forests that will
be managed according to guidelifesriparian functionprotection and floodresiliency Seeps

pools, swamps or other wetland featuassalso buffered during management
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Invasive Exotic Plant Species

There are many nenative plant species at Atherton Meadows WMA. Most are not a threat to
native vegetation, habitats, or wildlife; however, there are a number of notable exceptions. Small
populations of invasive Eurasian honeysuckleniceraspp.), Japanese barberBe¢beris

thunbergi), common reedRhragmitesaustralig, and Japanese knotwedthllopia japonicg

have all been located on the WMA. While their risk to native plants anthtglsi currently low,

they represent a loAgrm potential threat to the ecological integrity of the WMA.

Historic Resources

Atherton Meadows \MA is located within close proximitio the Deerfield River. Prior to the
creation of HarrimamReservoir in thel920s andbefore thatEuropean settlement, the Deerfield
would have provided many of the things native peapd settlerseeded to survive. However,
no prehistoricesourcesites werefoundwithin the Atherton Meadows WA, thoughthreeareas
of moderge sensitivitywereidentified using a Gl$®ased predictive model.

There are severalttural historic site®n theWMA. Many miles of stone walls are a testament
to the early agricultural days of Vermoamhen sheep pastureascommon There ardour old

rock foundation complexes of presumably't@ntury residential and agricultural remailms.
addition, ee mill/danibridgesite has been locateehd onel800sSchoolhousés reportedo be
locatedon theWMA along Route 100

Recreational Users

The receational experience in this WMA is characterized by a natural appearing setting with

obvious madifications including constructed roads and trailsda power linecorridor, and

evidence of timber cutting. Most recreational use occurs during the falhgweasons and the

winter snowmobile season. TH&MA has approximately 0.75 miles of frontage on Route 100,

one of Vermontodos most sceniMostaefthdVMA © weatecar f ol i
within onemile of this busy paved roathough dudo the steep hills adjacent tmRte 100,

most of the WMA is not visible from the state road.

Infrastructure and Access

Access into the WMA ipoor. In 1986 a % mile gated truck road was constructed into the
Atherton Lot which serves as the main accAssess to the Steam Mill Lot is difficult from

Route 10Qdueto a large stream and wet soils. Management access will primarily occur from the
eastvia aClass 4 Town Roadn 1969a public parking area was constructed onAtieerton Lot

on theNorth sideof Route 100. In 2011 another public parking area was constructed on the
Steam Mill Lot south of Route 100. In addition to public acciese parking areas also serve as
management access.
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Management Classification

After completion of inventories and assments the lands, resources, and facilities held by the
Vermont Agency of Natural Resources (ANR) are evaluated and assigned to appropriate Agency
Land Management Classification categories based upon knowledge and understanding of
resources and appropredevels of management. The four categories as appligthéston

Meadows WMAare Highly Sensitivianagemen(4%), Special Managemem&b), General
Management48%), and Intensive Manageme€4). This enables land managers to allocate

use and managemieby area minimizing conflicts between competing objectives and facilitating

a common understanding of the overall use or type of management to occur in particular areas of
the AMWMA .

Management goals for tteMWMA include strategies to:

)l
)l
)l

= =4 =4

Promote denseddtwood coverfor deer wintering

Protect or enhance criticabbitatfeatures.

Create early successional forestvioldlife species and release hard mast crop trees
through commercial timbdrarvest

Provide soft mast such as apples, blueberry, semiinebnd rubus species)d maintain
alder/aspen stands

Protect rare, threatened, and endangesgecies.

Support wildlifebased recreational opportunities.

Enhance flood resiliency.
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. PARCEL DESCRIPTION

A. Location and Parcellnformation

Atherton Meadows Wildlife Management Aredasated in Whitingham, Vermont) the

Southern Green Mountains biophysical regibine 947.4acre WMA is similar in topography

and forest composition to nearby landscapes. Elevations rangé flo® 0 6 tfrequen0 5 0 6
hills and valleys, and several substantial streams and wetlands. It is comprised of two distinct
parcels bisected by Rte 100 approximately eight miles west of Jacksonville Village. The Town
of Bennington is 30 minutes to the west and Brattleboro is 30 minutes to the east. Just to the
north of the WMA is Harriman Reservoir, a hydroelectric project owned and managed by
TransCanada which includes approximately 16,000 acres of forestland.

B. Purposeof Ownership

Wildlife Management Areaare managed by the Vermont Fish & Wildlife Department to meet a
variety of goals. Wildlife management objectifagor game species such abive-tailed deer,
turkey, grouse, and beaver as well as nongame species such as songbirds, small mammals,
amphibians, and birds of prey. Multiple objectives are accomplished by a combination of
commercial and neoommercial vegetative management practaggsied over time in a manner
that protects unique habitats.

Primary Stewardship Goals for Atherton Meadows WHhtA to
1 Enhance opportunities for wildlfbased recreation, public access, particularly hunting,

trapping, and wildlife viewing;

1 Protect ane&nhance wildlife habitat through management of all vegetative stages;
creation of early successional growth; improvement of deer wintering areas; and
protection of unique habitat and important infrastructure;

1 Maintain or enhance the condition and resilientnatural communities and important

biological resources;

Protect and enhance rare, threatened, and endangered species and their habitat;

Protect and enhance wetland function to provide habitat and moderate flood and

snowmelt events;

1 Retain and recrugnags, den trees, and woody material to enhance habitat for nesting,
roosting, denning, and feeding habitat as well as soil organic matter and nutrient
enhancement.

1 Demonstrate exemplary wildlife management practices so that practices applied here may
find broader application on private lands;

1 Provide sustainable, periodic timber harvesting in appropriate areas to promote wildlife
habitat and forest productivity.

= =4

C. History of Acquisition

The State acquired 799.71 acres in 1964 fdames W. and Graéearrington of Tucson,
Arizona.The father of James W., JamesFarrington spent years acquiring these lands, through
five different transactions with four different partid$e first acquisition byr. Farringtonwas
from George Kentfield in 1933 henext, ad largest, acquisitiowasagain from George
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Kentfield who sold 800 aes toMr. Farrington and Arthur Wheeler in 1935. Those lands
contained what was known as the Atherton Lot (570 acres), and thadlNDexvJillson Lots (230
acres, parts of which were tisansferred to State ownership in 1964)1938 Mr. Farrington
purchased Mr. Wheelérs ihterdstfin those lands. Other transactions incllaedfrom New
England Power Engineering and Service Co. in 1936, Connecticut River Development Co. in
1940 aad A. Bishop Perry i1941.These lands include both the main pafé¢herton Lot)West

of Route 100 and the Steam Mill Lot East of Route 100.

The State acquired an additional 147.69 acres of land from Vermont Transco LLC as deer
wintering mitigation lads during thesouthern loop transmission line expansion project. VT
Transco purchased tihendfrom Robert and Donna Bodenmiller of Suffolk Co. NY in 2@0@l
transferredo State ownershim 2011.

YEAR | # ACRES SELLER
1964 799.71 | JamesandGrace Faington
2011 147.69 | VT Tranco LLC

D. Land Use History

PreEuropean settlement, Atherton Meadows WMA most probably consisted of undisturbed
forestland with beaver impoundments. Glaciers scoured the region and water carved the steep
side hills. Early human aeities probably did not impact these lands very much if at all for
thousands of years after glaciations. Thie, much of the land in Vermorgarly European
settlementsargely focused on agriculteaandindustry The early settlement periad the midto

late 1700sfocused on clearing forests for agricultural laimtime, industry made its way to
Whitingham including saw mills, grist mills, maple sugar production wool.According to the
previous LRMP and historical research, lacomprisingAtherton MeadowsVMA was

primarily sheep pasture and forestland although there seems to be some evidence of industrial
use along Number Nine Bropikesidentiahagricultural use from four foundation sites fouadd
public usewith Schoolhouse #1fferencedlong Route 100.

E. Resource Highlights

Atherton Meadows WMA is primarilypnanagedor wildlife resourcesThese includearly
succesional habitats, deer wintering areas, black bear mast produantidpotentialbobcat
denningsites Several beaver complexesmprise abot 26 acres enhancing biodiveysiThere
are approximately 4.5 miles of VAShowmobiletrails which are very popat with the local
clubandfithrough rideré from MassachusettSeveral old foundations igood conditiorare on
theWMA and twohistoric apple orchards have been maintained.

E. Relationship to Town, Regional, and Other Pertinent Planning Efforts

This LRMP reflects the values and go@dsommended in the town and regional plans for this
geographic area of Whitingham.
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Regional Ran

The Windham Regional Planning Commission is in the process of updating the Windham
Regional PlafWRP)with aprojectedrelease datef 2014.The 2006 Windham Regional Plan
wasconsultedor relevantinformation.

The Windham Regional Playutlines brad goaldor manyareadrom residential and business
development to energy and land use. The WRP gppfiesto Atherton Meadows WMA for

natural resource and recreational values in Windham Caunckyprovides goals and guidelines

for maintaining and enim&ingtheseresources

The Atherton Lotof Atherton Meadows WMAsc | assi fi ed amthéWRRsaondur ce o
that should benaintainedn a natural condition based on #dstingnatural resources. The

Steam Mill Lot, located South ofdate100,is¢ assi fi ed as fAProductive R
characterized by low density residential developn®etause AMWMA isowned and managed

by theVermontFish & Wildlife Departmentthe two parcelsvill be manageg s fA Resour ceo
lands.

As outlined andecommendeth the WRP plapmanagement sstMWMA will :
1 Promote productive forestry and manage forestland forterng sustained yield.
9 Discourage forest fragmentation and protec
and other resource valued lands.
Protect importanbatural resources and encourage land conservation.
Preserve and protect wildlife habitats and corridors.
Maintain wetland and stream buffers for water quality and aquatic habitats.
Provide variable and accessible opportunities for recreation.
Encourage pdlr land ownership and acquisition.

= =4 =4 -8 -9

Town Plan
The Whitingham Town Plan was revised in 2010. It contaiasyof the same goals that the
WRP plan contains but with more specific delineation of geographic areas within the Town. It
also includes results offublic survey of Whitingham citizens in 2008. The suraag plan
indicatesupportof themanagement outlined for the WMA.
1 Over 70% of Whitingham residents agree with the continued management of productive
forest and agricultural lands in their town.
1 An overwhelming majority believe that destruction of wildlife resources is a major
problem and that conservation of large tracts of land for wildlife was important.

The Town planproposed land use sectinones theMWMA i Conser vabi on Land
Conservation areaare large, essentially undeveloped areas without accessyipramed public
road.They are predominantlprestedare important aquifer recharge areas and contain

significant wildlife habitatThe land around Harriman Reservoir (adjacent to AMWMA]I$®
zonedconservation landnd has a Vermont Land Trust easemertherproperty The Western

side of Whitingham is also within the Green Mountain Natidrorest Proclamation Boundary.
Properties withirthis boundary can be purchased by the Federal (Baventfor addition to the
National Foreswith permission from the Town. The Town in partnership with several State
Agencies conducted a AWi Il dlife Habitat Suitab
side of the townvere identified asnost suiable for continuous linkage of wildlife habitat. The

Town Planalsosuggestshat an east/vestwildlife travel corridor exists across Route 100 in the
vicinity of the Steam Mill Lot of AMWMA.
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Basin Plan and BasinThe Deerfield Basin Plan is in the pess of being drafted by VT
Department of Environmental Conservation at the time that this plan was written. Once the basin
plan has been adopted, recommendations will be considered in the management of the WMA.

Green Mountain National Forest Land and Rearce Management Plan

The Green Mountain National Forest (GMNF) established in 1932, encompasses more than
400,000 acres in southern and central Vermont forming the largest contiguous public land area in
the state. In 2006, the Forest Service completed.#imd and Resource Management Plan which
describes the role of the GMNF in managing these lands for multiple use purposes by striving to
emphasize the following uses to provide benefits for people today and with an eye towards
maintaining options and opganities for future generations: conducting management activities

in a manner that perpetuates an abundance of clean water and the maintenance of productive
soils; assuring lands are well suited to trail based activities in backcountry settings; enhancing
wildlife and plant habitat conditions; focusing on producing high quality, high value forest
products; actively contributing towards sust
and fostering vibrant local communities and economies and plagiedwcational role for the

public.

Atherton Meadows Wildlife Management Area has the potential to be impacted by activities
guided by the 2006 Forest Plan because it is located within the Proclamation Boundary of the
GMNF. The traditional forest servicele of managing the GMNF for multiple use compliments
many of the purposes and objectives for land management by the Vé&istoit Wildlife
DepartmentThe Fish& Wildlife Departmentvorked closely with the GMNF staff to support

plan development and witlontinue to partner with the Forest Service with plan implementation
by: actively participating in environmental assessments for NEPA, cooperating with the Forest
Service on land acquisition within the purchase boundary and occasionally assisting with
management activities on national forest land when mutually beneficial to both organizations.
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Figure 1: Locator and Biophysical Region Map
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Figure 2: Parcel BaseMap

Atherton Meadows Wildlife ManagemeAteai Long Range Management Plan &Page























http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/books.cfm?libbase_=Wetland,Woodland,Wildland









http://www.vtfishandwildlife.com/wildlife_nongame.cfm

























































































































































http://www.fs.fed.us/news/news_archived/science/cosfrnt.pdf
http://ngmdb.usgs.gov/Prodesc/proddesc_16564.htm
http://ngmdb.usgs.gov/Prodesc/proddesc_16564.htm



http://www.natureserve.org/library/ncasi_report.pdf
http://www.fs.fed.us/emc/nfma/includes/coursefilter.pdf























































